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at the council table ; but he has been a quiet, persevering
worker, and has had an outstanding ability for organizing.
As a boy, he failed his matriculation examinations, and
went out to the villages in social service. His family owned
extensive land. He was involved in the disturbances of 1919
and the following few years, and was interned for a time.
Afterwards he set himself to touring the Pathan villages,
organizing the people into a strong, disciplined, peaceful
unit. -The problems that he had to face were those of all
tribal sociologies: disunity, inter-tribal destruction, blood-
feuds and revenge, superstitions, and so on. Pervading all
was poverty and hardship. The time had come when the
people could move on to a higher stage of life ; but they
could do so only if they would unite and march forward
together, instead of fighting amongst themselves. Also, it
was soon apparent, the British government stood in their
way.
The people have united; under 'abd al Ghaffar, through
the movement known as the Seryants of God: Khuda'l
Khidmatgar. It is a religious movement, as is appropriate
to cultural change at this stage of social development. It
is a Pathan nationalist movement in the sense that the rise
of Islam was an Arab nationalist movement. The leaders
preach the religion of unity, of brotherhood, of the service
of mankind. They strive to rid the community of the con-
stant blood-feuds and devastating vengeance : they urge
the virtue of forgiveness, again and again. " He who for-
gives and is reconciled, his reward is with God" they
quote from the Qur'an9. When the tribesmen reply by
citing ayahs on retribution, it is explained that the ley
talionis is a limit, not a duty. Instances of toleration and
'forgiveness in Islamic history are copiously given; for exam-
ple, the Prophet's merciful conquest of Makkah is em-
phasized. Appeals to the lives of Muhammad and the
khulafa support, too, the teaching of service and of
cohesive brotherhood.
Through the movement the Pathans have been learning
to help each other, to see their problems and difficulties